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Craft beer enthusiasts, brewers, and industry professionals gathered last
winter to celebrate the vibrant craft beer culture of the Big Sky State at
the inaugural Montana Beer Awards. This past February, Lewis & Clark
Brewing Co. hosted Montana’s first commercial, state-wide beer
competition. The awards highlighted exceptional beers made across the
state and were a true showcase of the creativity and craftsmanship of
Montana’s thriving brewing community.

Judging took place prior to the awards ceremony, with each entry being
evaluated by a panel of industry experts, certified beer judges, and
seasoned brewers. Judges from across the country spent over two days
carefully assessing each beer before choosing the top submissions in
each category, and providing brewers with comprehensive feedback.

Spearheaded by the Montana Brewers Association (MBA), the inaugural
awards honored breweries with gold, silver, and bronze medals in 19
different categories. Over half of the breweries in the state of Montana
entered, whether they are a member of the MBA or not. In addition, the
Small, Medium, and Large Breweries of the Year were crowned at the
awards, with one brewery also being recognized with the 2024
Community Impact Award.

The MBA is thrilled to announce the second Montana Beer Awards, with
judging slated for Feburary 19-21, and the awards ceremony taking place
the evening of February 22 at Lewis & Clark Brewing Co. in Helena. We
look forward to celebrating the best brews in Big Sky Country with you!



COMPETITION

STAITS

PPN

Entries judged: 365

Number of brewers: 55, from 30

Montana communities

Medal-winning brewers: 20

Days of judging: 2.5

“We enjoyed seeing day-to-day;,
hardworking people, getting
together, having a lot of fun
and being recognized for the
great beer they make and their
contributions to their
communities and Montana
craft beer”

Jamie Stewart
Sonderen Packaging

Ceremony attendees: 235

Judges: 21, from Montana,
Colorado, Utah, Oregon, and
Alberta

Beer categories: 19

Three largest categories:

« Fruit, Vegetable, and Spiced
Beers (40 entries)

« Hazy Pale Ales (35 entries)

« European Light Lagers (30
entries)




®\

/

News Releases

Press releases sent before and
after the event to media across
the state

Social Media

Beer awards posts on the MBA’s
platforms reached over 105,000
Facebook and Instagram users

Emails

Over 47,000 emails delivered to
MBA subscribers and Montana
breweries

Online
Award ceremony live streamed on
YouTube

Website

More than 7,800 views to event
page and winners list on MBA
website

Ryan Zinke & ves
Feb 16 - &Y

Which is your favarite?

* Montana Brewers Association - Follow
Feb12 -
55 breweries from across the state have entered
367 beers to be judged at the inaugural Montana
Beer Awards! Representing 30 communities
around Montana, check out the list of breweries
competing to be the best in #mtbeer.

Montana Brewers Association
February 22 - 4

Day one of judging for the first Montana Beer Awards is in the books! Qur judges are evaluating
over 350 beers from 55 breweries across Montana to determine the best in #mtbeer. With 19
award categories up for grabs, make sure to stop by Lewis & Clark Tap Room this Saturday for
the 2024 Montana Beer Awards Ceremony to see who wins!
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KTVH-TV (Helena) sent anchors to cover judging. The event and its
winners were reported on by:

Belgrade News Billings Gazette
Bozeman Daily Chronicle Explore Big Sky
Helena Independent Record KKBR-FM (Billings)
KPAX-TV (Missoula) KRTV-TV (Great Falls)
KTVH-TV (Helena) KZOQ-FM (Missoula)
Livingston Enterprise Missoulian
Montana Craft Beer Connection Montana Standard
Philipsburg Mail Ravalli Republic
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Best of brews: Inaugural Montana Beer

Awards judging is on
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B oot gurus gathered in Helena this week 1o snilf, swinl and sample 365 ks
from 55 hreweries seross ke stabe for the inaugural Montana Boeer Awards

Mantana’s craft beer
industry boom continues

‘Punching above
our weight’
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The Montana craft beer industry is maturing, ranking third in the nation
in breweries per capita. A statewide, professional beer competition
meets the demand from brewers for high quality feedback from
experienced judges and recognizes excellence in Montana craft.
Breweries are enthusiastic about continuing the awards to continue to
improve their beer. Help us honor the best brews in our state by
sponsoring the Montana Beer Awards!

There are a variety of levels for you to show your support of the Beer
Awards:

« Montana Beer Champion Award Sponsor: $2,000

« Community Impact Award Sponsor: $2,000

« Brewery of the Year Award Sponsor: $1,500

« Category Sponsor: $1,000

 Judges' Lunch Sponsor: $750

« Judges' Gift Sponsor: $750

« General Sponsor: $500

« Supporter: $250

Perks of sponsoring the event include:

« Exposure for your brand with Montana’s brewers and craft beer lovers
Logo featured on digital materials

Shout out on stage at the awards ceremony

Logo on the banner at the awards ceremony

Tickets and 2 free drink tickets per person to the awards ceremony
...and more!



We look forwqyd to il
celebrating the®bestin
Montana craft beer with

you! ¢
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Montana Brewers Association | PO Box §591 | Missoula, MT 59807

48-2739 | zach@montanabrewersfairg /1 rﬁontanabeerawards@gmall com
Photos © Lori Schroeder Photography
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